MONTAIGNE  ON   HIS  TRAVELS

ancient faith could be studied in the Jews. At
Verona he visited their synagogue, and held long
discourse with them concerning their ceremonies.
In Rome he was again present at a synagogue,
noting all that happened during the service, and
in a private house he witnessed the solemn rite of
circumcision. Nor did he fail to attend in the
church of the Trinita the Lenten sermon of a re-
canted Rabbi for whom a congregation of sixty
of the unconverted (for the Scripture saith,
fc" Compel them to come in") was duly provided
by the authorities. Thus Rome, in its Christian
zeal, made amends for Calvary.

The palaces of the great nobles and the princes
of the church, with their elaborately disposed gar-
dens, were a delight to Montaigne. Pratolino,
the splendid villa of the Duke of Florence, its
long garden-alleys, and grottoes, and stone-
benches, and the yet more sumptuous garden laid
out near Tivoli for the pleasure of Cardinal Ippo-
lito d'Este, especially impressed his imagination;
he had an almost childish admiration for their
fantastic ingenuities in water-works, which
chirped like birds, performed upon the organ, put
statues in motion, or surprised the unwary visitor
with sudden jets or sprayings. The Cardinal
Luigi d'Este, at the date of Montaigne's arrival
in Italy, chose to sojourn in the stately house of
a Paduan gentleman, partly to bathe his gouty
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